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demanded John Lawrence's attention. Some sketch of these
works has been already given, according to the scale on which
they were initiated under the late Board. A further expansion
of the public works department took place wlien Lord Dalhousie
finally entrusted to the several provincial Governments the
management of these useful works in every province. Kobert
Napier, already mentioned as Civil Engineer for the Panjab,
became under the new arrangement Chief Engineer, and made,
with the strong support of John Lawrence, strenuous efforts to
complete the works, especially the grand trunk road from
Delhi to Peshawar and the canal from the Eavi to beyond Lahore,
called the Bari Doab Canal. Accordingly such progress was
made in a short time as redounded to the honour of the
Engineer officers, to the good of the country and to the fame of
the administration. But these operations proved very expen-
sive, especially in the basin of the Satlej, the upper valley of
the Ravi, and the rugged tracts between the Jhelam and the
Indus. For some time the Government of India supplied funds
without stint; but the general treasury began to suffer deple-
tion, and it became necessary to raise a loan for the public
works which were being prosecuted in many provinces besides
the Panjab. Consequently restrictions were imposed on the
Panjab expenditure; thus John Lawrence and Robert Napier
were to their extreme regret forced to check the rapidity of
their operations. Much progress, however, continued to be
made not only for the principal works of communication and
irrigation, but also for lesser works and public buildings, court-
houses, prisons, public offices, schools, dispensaries, staging
stations, resting places for travellers, and the like. At length
in every corner of the country there were traces visible of the
improving hand of the British Government. The crops and
the land revenue were secured from vicissitudes of the seasons,
commerce, both local and provincial, was stimulated, the public
accommodated, and a spirit of improvement diffused among the
people.

At this time John Lawrence paid much attention to projects
for navigating the Five Rivers of the Panjab with powerful